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Urban	  Trends	  
	  
	  
§  By	  2050,	  world	  urban	  populaAon	  will	  grow	  from	  3.5	  billion	  

today	  to	  6.2	  billion	  (67%	  of	  world	  populaAon).	  

§  Urban	  poverty	  (~2012):	  	  
§  525	  million	  under	  $1	  per	  day	  
§  1.2	  billion	  under	  $2	  per	  day	  	  
§  MulA-‐dimensional	  

§  By	  2025,	  GDP	  of	  600	  top	  ciAes	  will	  rise	  by	  over	  $30	  trillion	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  (65%	  of	  global	  growth).	  

§  By	  2025,	  urban	  infrastructure	  investments	  will	  rise	  from	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  $2-‐3	  trillion/yr	  today	  to	  more	  than	  ~$10	  trillion/yr.	  

	  
	  



Why	  Ci6es	  are	  Different	  
	  
	  

	  

§  Density	  requires	  investment	  in	  infrastructure	  and	  ecosystems	  for	  
resilience.	  	  

§  VolaAle	  populaAon	  fluxes	  require	  policies	  and	  planning.	  
	  

§  Food,	  water,	  and	  energy	  issues	  
§  Food	  sustainability,	  	  sovereignty,	  and	  nutriAon	  
§  Urban	  water	  systems	  at	  risk	  of	  polluAon,	  scarcity,	  and	  flooding	  
§  Transport	  and	  sprawl	  linked	  to	  carbon-‐intensive	  forms	  of	  urbanizaAon	  

§  Economies	  need	  reinvenAon	  to	  create	  sustainable	  livelihoods	  and	  
end	  urban	  poverty.	  	  

§  Income	  and	  social	  dispariAes	  call	  for	  policies	  to	  encourage	  inclusion	  
and	  opportunity.	  

§  CiAes	  must	  plan	  and	  rebuild	  ecological	  infrastructure,	  alongside	  the	  
co-‐evoluAon	  of	  new	  technological	  and	  governance	  systems.	  

	  
	  
	  



The	  Opportunity	  
	  
Urban	  densiAes	  offer	  unprecedented	  leverage	  to	  
	  

§  Unlock	  gains	  in	  efficiency	  and	  inclusiveness	  using	  	  
	  economies	  of	  scale	  and	  scope	  

§  Help	  end	  mulAdimensional	  poverty	  

§  Improve	  health,	  educaAon,	  producAvity	  outcomes	  

§  Diminish	  social	  straAficaAon	  and	  inequality	  

§  Increase	  innovaAon,	  knowledge	  creaAon/sharing	  	  

§  Conserve,	  heal	  vital	  ecosystem	  services	  

§  MiAgate	  and	  adapt	  to	  climate	  change	  
	  

	  
	  



Ci6es	  as	  First	  Responders	  to	  Climate	  Change	  
	  Mi6ga6on	  and	  Adapta6on	  



The	  Challenge	  
	  
§  Diversity	  of	  city	  types	  demands	  insAtuAonal	  innovaAon,	  	  flexible	  

policy,	  interdisciplinary	  management	  	  

§  New	  methods	  of	  food	  and	  biomass	  producAon	  needed	  to	  support	  
urban	  populaAon	  

§  TransiAon	  to	  low	  carbon/renewable	  energy	  systems	  over	  disparate	  
urban	  sizes,	  economic	  structures,	  transport	  systems	  

§  New	  risks	  to	  developing	  country	  urban	  health	  systems	  	  

§  Pressures	  on	  urban	  systems	  from	  populaAon	  influx	  into	  ciAes	  

§  MegaciAes	  will	  require	  new	  modes	  of	  governance,	  technological	  and	  
environmental	  management	  systems	  for	  sustainability	  

	  
	  



Transforma6ve	  Development	  	  
Outcomes	  

	  
1.  Ending	  poverty	  and	  feeding	  our	  ciAes	  
2.  PromoAng	  economic	  and	  social	  inclusion	  and	  keeping	  ciAes	  safe	  
3.  Developing	  effecAve	  governance	  systems	  and	  deepening	  

parAcipaAon	  and	  resilience	  
4.  Providing	  universal	  access	  to	  urban	  environmental	  services	  
5.  Ensuring	  ecological	  integrity	  of	  urban,	  rural	  and	  regional	  systems	  
6.  Providing	  condiAons	  for	  human	  health	  and	  well-‐being	  to	  flourish	  
7.  Providing	  access	  to	  affordable	  and	  safe	  housing	  as	  a	  basic	  right	  
8.  Reconfiguring	  ciAes	  spaAally	  to	  promote	  efficiency	  and	  equity	  
9.  Enabling	  sustainable	  energy	  and	  transportaAon	  services	  and	  climate	  

resilience	  
10.  PromoAng	  sustainable	  consumpAon	  and	  producAon	  in	  ciAes	  

	  
	  



Call	  to	  Ac6on	  
	  
1. Urban	  Sustainable	  Development	  Goal	  

2. Pilot	  Sustainable	  City	  IniAaAves	  

3. Scaling	  up	  
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